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A tribute to CEO Adri Kruger
It is an honour to publish this tribute to Adri Kruger, CEO of Casa
Caritas. She took the helm on 1 September 2013 after four years
as Assistant CEO/Operations Manager. She has grown to become
a remarkable leader over the past 7 years. 2020 and the global
coronavirus pandemic has been a tremendous test for leaders in
all walks of life and business. Adri amazed everyone with her
strength of character, her energy, her unwavering belief in the
Lord our Saviour, and her determination to create and
implement plans to keep the staff and residents of Casa Caritas
safe.
Messages received in support of this tribute start with Mark
Naidoo, Chairman of the Board, saying, “Adri, your unselfish
integrity, work ethic and your love for Casa Caritas is monumental. You captain our cause with great pride and honour, and
I am grateful to have you in our lives.”
Board member Naumi Sithole added, “Adri, you have done your
bit in leading Casa Caritas during the COVID-19 battle. You have thrived against all odds and to date there are no
reported coronavirus cases at Casa Caritas. You deserve a big thank you! Well done!”
Parent Representative Claus Coetzee wrote, “Dear Adri, I see you as a kind and fair leader who creates a culture
of empowerment, engagement and excitement at Casa Caritas. You and your team have made it a place of best
applied practices and procedures for the absolute wellbeing of our loved ones. You are resilient, self-disciplined,
and intrinsically motivated. I appreciate your sincere enthusiasm to manage and run Casa Caritas, also your
integrity and loyalty towards our Home. I admire your decisiveness and managerial competence. As parents of
our beloved son, Gussi, we support you and the great team you lead wholeheartedly. May God bless you and the
team.”
We received several messages from parents:
Patrick Gomes: “I would like to say thank you very much for us having a special lady like Adri running our
school. God Bless.”

Derry Pickl: “Adri, what can I say. You are a beautiful soul with a heart of pure gold. Your passion for Casa
Caritas, all the residents and staff members is amazing. Thank you, Adri and everyone at Casa Caritas for
keeping everyone safe.”
Hendrina Diederiks: “Oh what a great inspiration you are. I just want to thank everyone for the effort, love,
and time they give our precious children. Without them these times would have been so dark. Tannie Adri,
you need a medal for everything you do for our children and for us. You are a precious jewel from God! Thank
you.”
Debby Myburgh: “Adri, you always deal with situations, including difficult ones, in a calm, clear and open
manner. That is what I appreciate about you. You are always friendly, and one can see the love for people
emanating from you.”
Roelof van Rensburg: “Adri, as the parents of Chris-Jan we want to express our sincere appreciation for the
professional way in which you managed and resourced the COVID-19 situation at Casa Caritas. Finances and
other matters have necessitated us to again put our trust in our Lord Jesus Christ and in this you also took the
lead. Thank you very much and be blessed.”
Dorothy Stoter: “Adri, you are a woman with a heart of rainbows and kindness. A woman who has conquered
struggles. A woman who is quiet, with mysteriously intriguing calmness. In this troubled world, it is refreshing
to find someone who still has the time to be kind. Someone who still has the faith to believe that the more
you give, the more you receive. It takes a mother’s love to make Casa Caritas a home; a place to be, no matter
where we as parents are. We are thankful that He sent, not diamonds, pearls, or riches, but the love of Adri.
Thank you for creating a loving, happy and safe environment for our daughter, Ruchelle.”
Rika Green: “Adri, you are our Mother Angel from heaven, always willing to help and assist when it comes to
our Angels. Thanks Adri, for all you hard work and effort to keep our Angels safe and healthy. You and your
team are making it so much easier for us to know our Angels are looked after by the best team.”
Juanita Sutton: “I would like to say a huge thank you to you, Adri. Casa Caritas became part of our family when
our son joined 8 years ago. It was hard making the difficult decision to let our son stay at the Home
permanently. There is not one day that we are not grateful for amazing people like you with such compassion
and love for our kids. Even in this difficult time we know you have our son's best interest at heart. You are
truly an Angel. We are forever grateful for your leadership in this time as we know our child is safe. Thank you,
Adri and CASA CARITAS!”
Jennifer Strydom: “I thank you for handling everything that is on your plate with amazing courage, grace and
strength. Jason has grown and has found a home and a loving family in Casa Caritas. Thank you for your
devotion to find ways to help our children, and that you love and cherish them as your own. You are not just
a wife, mother, and grandmother, but also a leader, friend, comforter and light bearer to your staff, and a
mother and fighter for our children. I pray that He adds years to your life and life to your years and that your
will enjoy the fruit of your labour.”
Jacques Myburgh: "You hold my child’s hand for a moment and his heart for a lifetime. Thank you for giving
your all, believing in them and being so valuable."
Irma Hattingh: “One or two sentences are not enough to describe you as a person and friend. You are loving,
friendly, attentive, available, believable, courageous, caring, joyful, considerate, hearty, comfortable,
empathic, loyal, funny, generous, gentle, good listener, sincere, honest, humorous, and the list continues.
Above all I have a world of respect for you and your staff. Thank you,
Adri, you are a God-given friend!”
Marietjie van Heerden: “It is a difficult time we are going through but
I have peace and calm in my heart in the knowledge that Adri is there.
The love, care and understanding makes me feel that each of us,
parent or child, is dealt with in a very special way. Each staff member
at Casa Caritas is simply amazing and I have always received only the
best service. Although Adri prioritises the interests of our children,
she has the instinct to understand how a mother’s heart misses a child
and she accommodates us as far as she can. What a privilege to have
Adri and her team there. They are the big angels looking after our
little angels. Thank you for the love and care!”

Johan and Lynette Scholtz: “In difficult times we experienced you as compassionate, caring and comforting.
Thank you for comforting us when we are in tears, for every photo you sent, and for all the text messages to
keep us abreast of the procedures to keep our children safe and healthy. God bless you. With love”
Staff members also gave feedback.
Thembi: “I see you as a good and understanding person because when I talk to you, you give me your time.
You are not arrogant and greedy – you help us in our personal lives and that means a lot to us. You are a good
leader because you are honest, and you do not take sides. You treat us equally and try to make everyone
happy in this place. You are a caring person. Thank you.”
Peter: “You are a good leader. The mother of the house.”
Rochelle: “ADRI stands for Admiration, Dedication, Respect and Inspiration, words that describe you well. In
the almost five years I have worked for Casa Caritas I have learned so much from you. Thank you for being
such an incredible role model. Words are not enough to describe you. We appreciate you.”
Zama: “You have a clear leadership philosophy and you are easy to talk to. You care about workers and give
us equal treatment. You have a great personality and you are understanding. I am grateful for what you have
done for us. Thank you.”
Eva: “I see you as a good leader. You treat us as workers equally.”
Johanna Sehlare: “I see you as a good and caring person who takes care of everybody. You treat workers
equally. You are really a good leader.”
Chantell: Of all the mentors I have had in my work life, you are one of the sincerest, passion-driven leaders I
have come across. You are a true inspiration to what our Home of Compassion is all about.”
Florence: “Adri, you are the alfa and omega. You are the true mother. You die for us. We love you.”
Anonymous comments:
“You are a good leader to us. A caring person who is like a mother to us. A loving person.”
“We are not perfect, and you are not perfect; but you try your best for everyone to be satisfied. Everyone
makes mistakes and we learn from it. Thank you for your leadership.”
“You are a loving, caring and good person. Jolly, but straight enough to call a spade a spade when we don’t do
our job. You are a nice person.”
“You are good to the staff.”
“You are a good leader. Today many people don’t have jobs because of Covid-19 and we are secure. Thank
you very much. We really, really appreciate everything you do for us.”
“You are a good leader and a special person in everything to me. You treat all of us the same. May God bless
you every day. Thanks for all the surprises.”
“You are a good leader who thinks about everyone and everything in terms of the care of our children and the
staff coping with the work. You make plans to get food for the children, and masks and food for the staff to
make their lives easier during this time.”

27 August 2020
Happy Birthday, Adri!
May God bless you in abundance!

Update
Casa Caritas is still
coronavirus free!
Parent visits are now
allowed every second
weekend, still under
COVID-19 protocol and strictly by appointment of an
hour to avoid crowding and allow time to sanitise the
visitors’ area between visits.

Rika Green visiting her son Aubrey.

Elise Claasen and her daughter, Elmarie, visiting
Cornel.

During the first open weekend 8 – 10 August we
received 21 visitors. The staff coped very well with the
arrangements and we received many messages of
appreciation for how it was managed.

The Casa Caritas Board has gone virtual! 2020 has changed the way things are done! In the 11 August 2020
Board meeting from top left to below right: Rochelle Bekker (Operations Manager), and board members Leon
Grobbelaar, Adri Kruger, Claus Coetzee, Danie Nel, Naumi Sithole, Hans van der Merwe and Mark Naidoo.

Our charity shop reopened on 1 June 2020 after
lockdown was eased. Robbie Robbertse made a
generous donation of eight bales of jackets from
abroad – 280 jackets in total!
Do not waste time, get here while we have lots of
stock! There are short jackets priced at R100 and
R150, and long jackets priced at R200. Please do
come and check them out!

Adri gave a jacket to each staff member to thank them for their hard work during the Covid-19 lockdown period.
They had a lot of fun finding what they liked. Above right Mirriam, Salfie, Chantell, Dalsy and Florence are
modelling their new jackets.

Thank you

Kees Beyers from Beyers Chocolate made a generous
donation of chocolates to Casa Caritas. Chantelle Kriel and
Rochelle Bekker were their to receive the boxes. We
A big shout out to members of the community
appreciate that very much, thank you!
who make donations of old clothes and kitchenware for the shop. We appreciate each and every
donation!
Thank you to DA Councillor for Ekhuruleni Ward
104, Tracy Lourenco, for the generous donation
of soap, marshmallows and Easter eggs.

Life at Casa Caritas
Percy and Forget Koena received a new baby boy,
Omphile, on 13 August 2020 (right). What a beautiful
name – it means ‘Gift from God’. Congratulations!

Goodbye
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to two residents,
Jayden Rinke and Jason Strydom, and one day visitor,
Ruan Reyneke, who are all leaving us at the end of
August 2020. Go well, guys. We will miss you a lot.

Jayden Rinke

August birthdays

Jacqueline Brown (28)
7 August 2020

Jason Strydom

Ruan Reyneke

Bernice Kuter (19)
7 August 2020

Reagan Walkerley (12)
14 August 2020

Devon Moss (26)
27 August 2020

Genevieve Gomes (36)
29 August 2020

Happy birthday to the residents who
celebrate their special day during
August!
We love celebrating the lives of our
beloved residents on their birthdays
because they teach us true love.
When a child is born that will never achieve worldly success, cannot provide the usual source of pride for their
parents, all extraneous reasons to love them fall away and what's left is the purest love that there can be. These
children are lovable not because of what they do for you, and not because of what they will one day become,
but simply because they are.

These pure souls enter this world in a form that is above sin, above evil. From a purely physical perspective we
call them "disabled" or "handicapped"; from the perspective of the soul they are protected. They will never sin.
Their sojourn in this world is often brief, and in terms of this world may seem sad. But they have retained their
purity. And they have fulfilled their mission.
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/362221/jewish/Why-Does-G-d-Create-Severely-Handicapped-Babies.htm

Annual General Meeting
Sunday 30 August 2020
14:30 – 15:30
Please note:
This will be a virtual meeting.
A Zoom link will be sent out
to the Board, parents and
guardians before the time.

AGM reports and minutes will be distributed by email on Monday 24 August 2020. To save time, parents can
submit their questions and comments by email before the meeting and discussion will take place during the
Zoom meeting.
Please call the office if you have any questions about the procedure for dialling into the Zoom meeting.

